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At a March 7 press conference in Washington, Sen. Brock Adams (D-Wash.) and Rep. Jim
McDermott (D-Wash.) announced the introduction of a bill calling for an end to all military aid to
El Salvador. The new legislation would also prohibit covert operations in El Salvador, and require
the departure of US military advisers. Money formerly spent on military aid would effectively be
channeled into national reconstruction projects, including rebel demilitarization. The proposed bill
articulates that Washington's principal goals in El Salvador would be promoting a peace agreement,
respect for human rights, and a push for national reconciliation. The bill calls for recognition of
workers' rights, and prosecution of persons responsible for the 1989 murders of six Jesuit priests
and two women, and for the deaths of three US military advisers this year. According to McDermott
and Adams, over 40 legislators have already expressed their support for the bill. The legislators said
President George Bush must fully support United Nations efforts to achieve a negotiated peace in
El Salvador, now that the Middle East war has ended. McDermott said Bush's decision in January
to release half of the FY1991 military aid for El Salvador detracted from the Salvadoran peace
process. He pointed out that since the president's announcement, 15 Salvadorans were massacred
in El Zapote, military troops detained 18 foreign and Salvadoran journalists, and the facilities of
newspaper Diario Latino were demolished. Sen. Adams said that over $4 billion in US military aid
to El Salvador since 1979 has not helped to end human rights abuses. In a statement to Notimex,
Adams said that while the US has traditionally taken the position of condemning the armed conflict,
it has continued financing the military. THe time has come, he added, for a change in policy, under
which future aid would be directed at social welfare and humanitarian programs. Sen. Tom Harkin
(D-Iowa), a supporter of the bill, told Notimex that the US has never had a coherent policy on El
Salvador. (Basic data from EFE, Notimex, 03/07/91)
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